National Youth Music Camps Bursaries
Guidance Notes

The National Youth Music Camps are open to all levels of musical experience and no 
specific formal grade, examination or audition required. Any young person with an interest and commitment to music may apply. Although camp fees are kept as low as possible, we recognise that some young people with an interest and commitment to music may not be able to afford to apply to camps.

We have a limited number of bursaries to support applications from young people for whom personal and family circumstances mean they would otherwise be unable to attend camps. Anyone wishing to apply for a bursary must apply for camps in the normal way, including £30 deposit, and in addition complete the separate bursary application form.

Please note that we have a limited number of bursaries so all applications may not be successful. We do not wish to be unnecessarily intrusive but bursaries are awarded based on need, so we will have to ask for information regarding family income and expenditure (including tax credits and other benefits), and any supporting documents you are able to supply will help us reach a quicker and fairer decision. All information received will be treated in strictest confidence. 
General Guidelines 

· Bursaries will normally be awarded at 50% of camp fees, however higher levels may be given in exceptional circumstances. 
· All successful bursary applicants will still be required to pay the initial £30 deposit, whatever the level of bursary awarded.

· The bursary application form must be completed and returned with appropriate supporting documents by the general camps application deadline.
· Total family income and expenditure is the main criteria on which bursaries are decided.

· As a guideline, total family incomes of less than £16,000 are more likely to be awarded bursaries, whereas total family incomes over £25,000 are unlikely to be awarded bursaries, except in exceptional circumstances
· Applicants in receipt of free school meals are likely to be awarded bursaries

· Family income levels and supporting documents you wish to supply must be for the current camp year applied for and documentation issued in the 6 months prior to bursary application.
· Any change in circumstances which could affect eligibility for a bursary, even after it has been agreed, must be reported to NYMC immediately.

· Preference may be given to first time applicants for the main bursary scheme. Other bursary funds may be available to enable repeat attendance in future years, provided the applicant’s circumstances are still such that they are still eligible and a bursary application is completed in the normal way.
· The decision of NYMC administration on bursaries awarded is final and there is no right of appeal.
· Some of the bursary awards may be supported by specific funds and we may ask people receiving those specific  bursaries to write a letter of thanks to the fund  organisors (subject to any appropriate confidentiality requirements).
References

A reference will be required from a class teacher, head teacher, instrument teacher or other professional adult who knows the young person in an educational context. The referee is asked to confirm some information on the applicant and comment on their interest in and commitment to music and the potential benefits of the camps to them.
National Youth Music Camps
Bursary Application Form

Campers Details
Surname:
First Name:
Address:
Date of Birth:
              Age at date of camp:
Parent/Carer Details

Surname:
First Name:
Tel   Home:        Work:

    Mobile:
    
     Email:
Camps applied for

Teenage 1         Teenage 2    
Junior  
School Attended
Have you applied for or received a camps bursary before?

Year(s)   

Camp   
Successful? (Y/N)

	Source of Income
	Weekly/Monthly
£ received
	Annual
£ received
	Evidence

Attached

  Yes/No

	Own income from employment
	
	
	

	Partners income from employment
	
	
	

	Child Tax Credits
	
	
	

	Working Tax credits
	
	
	

	Universal Credit
	
	
	

	Income Support
	
	
	

	Job Seekers Allowance (JSA)
	
	
	

	Employment & Support Allowance (ESA)
	
	
	

	Housing and Council Tax Benefit 
	
	
	

	Child maintenance (Directly or through CSA)
	
	
	

	Any other grants, income or benefits
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	


	Expenditure 
	Weekly/Monthly

£ 
	Annual

£ 
	Evidence

Attached

  Yes/No

	Childcare costs declared from Working Tax Credit
	
	
	

	Mortgage Payments
	
	
	

	Rental Payments
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	


Do you receive free school meals   Y/N
Total number of dependent children (under 18) in household:
Types of evidence accepted 
If you receive tax credits please send a copy of your Inland Revenue TC602 certificate for the current financial year, usually April – April.

If your form refers to any other benefit (but not Child Benefit) received please include a copy of the letter advising of this benefit, issued within the last 6 months. 

If you do not have any of the above but still wish to apply on the basis of family income you can support your application any of the following as evidence:-most recent Tax return, own and partners 3 latest pay-slips, bank statements showing main income and expenditure items as listed in the table above.
If you have difficulty providing evidence for any of the information provided please contact NYMC directly for further advice.

Photocopies or scans are accepted and please note that all copies will be destroyed after camps (or returned if requested).
Declaration
I declare that all the details I have given and evidence that I have provided are correct to the best of my knowledge. I undertake to notify NYMC immediately if my household income increases or my circumstances change in any way which could affect eligibility for a bursary.
If any information that I have given proves to be false, NYMC reserve the right to withdraw the bursary.
Parent / Carer’s signature_______________________________ Date_________________

(The person making the claim)

See following pages for Reference form a class teacher, head teacher, instrument teacher or other professional adult who knows the young person in an educational context.
Please return signed forms to The National Youth Music Camps at The Stables Theatre, Stockwell Lane, Wavendon, Milton Keynes, MK17 8LU   or send a scanned copy to camps@stables.org    
National Youth Music Camps Bursary  Camper’s  feedback

After the camps we would like to know how you found the experience and what you think you got out of it.  You will be sent the same feedback form as all the other campers as well, but we also are really interested to hear from those receiving a bursary about the difference that bursary has made. His helps us understand how we are helping you and can help us encourage more donations to support the bursary scheme. 

Reference 

Please detach and give to your referee to complete and return directly to NYMC

Applicants Name 




d.o.b
School attended

Dear Colleague

The above named student has applied for a bursary to attend the National Youth Music Camps. As part of that application process we need a reference from a class teacher, head teacher, instrument teacher or other professional adult who knows the young person in an educational context. We would be very grateful if you could take the time to look at the information below and comment where requested. Please note that bursaries are awarded on the basis of need and other information from the applicant has been supplied to us to inform that process. The purpose of this reference is to confirm some basic information on the applicant and comment on their interest in and commitment to music and the potential benefits of the camps to them. You may not feel able to comment in detail on all of the points, but any information you can supply is useful to us. This information will be treated in confidence but may be used to inform Camp Tutorial staff to help the applicant get the best experience out of camps.
NYMC is a residential camping based week, open to all young people interested in music, regardless of playing standard. There is no minimum grade of entry. Young people take part because they love music.  Camps have a strong social element and encouraging independence. They involve participants in coping with being away from home, meeting new people, camping (sharing tented accommodation) and the personal development experience is considered as important as the musical development. 

Please see overleaf for more information on camps or see website www.stables.org and click on the camps image.  Please return this form directly to; Bursaries, National Youth Music Camps, Stables Theatre, Stockwell Lane, Wavendon, Milton Keynes MK17 8LU.
Referees Name:
Job Title:




School:
Role (in relation to applicant):
From your knowledge of the applicant ;
Can you confirm that the factual details at the top of this form are correct Yes/No
(Please note anything needing further clarification)

How has the applicant demonstrated an interest in and commitment to music in the past?

In your view is the applicant likely to commit to and be enthusiastic about new musical learning opportunities?

How do you think the applicant will cope with the overall camps experience including 

any challenges of being away from home, meeting new people, camping? 
How do you think they are likely to benefit from participating in NYMC in terms of personal and musical development?
Has the applicant any particular circumstances that you are aware of that should be considered or that it would be useful for NYMC to be aware of?
Any other information or comment you would like to offer in support of this application?
Please return signed forms to The National Youth Music Camps at The Stables Theatre, Stockwell Lane, Wavendon, Milton Keynes, MK17 8LU   or send a scanned copy to camps@stables.org    
About National Youth Music Camps
A residential camping based week for all young people interested in music, regardless of playing standard. There is no minimum grade of entry. Young people take part because they love music.  

Where

In 2019, Camps will be taking place at Piper’s Corner School in Great Kingshill near High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire.

Campers stay in tents provided on a fully equipped site in the school grounds. All campers and tutorial staff eat, sleep, practice and perform on site. The school’s 300-seat auditorium will be used as additional practice space and for end-of-course concerts.
Who leads

Our tutors are professional musicians and teachers who are specially chosen for their inspirational musical leadership and flair for coaching young people.

Alongside the tutorial staff, there are volunteer caterers, maintenance and pastoral staff. All staff are carefully selected and have enhanced DBS checks in place to work with young people.

What happens

The camps offer young people the opportunity to be part of a creative environment, and an approach to music that encourages participation, exploration and interaction across all styles of music.

Campers can sing or play their main instruments in small groups and in a full camp orchestra, take part in tasters on other instruments, have chance to experiment and compose. Campers also put on a music theatre production, in which they sing, dance, act, and/or assist with design or technical requirements.

Tutorial staff guide daily workshops across a wide range of orchestral and individual instruments (string, woodwind, brass, percussion, voice, recorders, keyboard and guitars) and in an exciting range of musical styles (classical, pop, folk, jazz, early music). Events continue into the evening with concerts, a campfire and other chances to socialise. 

For more information on camps please see our website www.stables.org and click on the camps page.
